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Most Common Mistakes 

• Squirreling 
Squirreling occurs in circumstances in which the initial interpretation by the Prime Minister so 

violates the principles of common sense that the others in the debate must correct the interpretation 

in order to have a debate. A squirrel is a form of definition challenge that occurs when the Opening 

Opposition claims that the Opening Government has provided a contention that has a tenuous link 

to the motion in order to debate an issue the OG has prepared in advance.  

• Truisms 
Truism is an opposition argument explaining that the proposition team has offered an interpretation 

of the motion that is an objective truth. E.g. “Child pornography is bad”; “Women should not be 

excluded from the workplace.” 

• Back-stabbing 
Backstabbing occurs when the Closing Government team assumes a position that is inconsistent 

with the initial argument  / definition of the motion by the Opening Government. Undermining the 

arguments of the opening government is to figuratively stab colleagues in the back, also known as 

knifing.  

• Specific Knowledge 
Specific knowledge refers to a violation of the principles of fair or equitable debating. The popular 

conception of specific knowledge is that the proposition speaker possesses information that is 

“specific”, i.e. private. The argument against specific knowledge presumes that debate proceeds 

best when it is based on shared information, that is factual material, opinions and other data 

available in the public sphere or generally understood by informed university students and other 

parliamentary debate participants.  
 

 

Speech structure 
 

An opening speaker for the proposition should include the following: 

 

1. Speech introduction. 

 

2. Interpretation of the motion. 

 

3. Framework for the debate. 

 

4. Case proper that supports the motion. 

 

5. Speech conclusion. 


